
PRESBYTERY HIGHLIGHTS 

May 30, 2026 

It was a true joy to gather in-person at First Presbyterian Church of Perry for our Presbytery 

meeting!  Thanks go to Lisa Wells and the Perry volunteers for the smooth registration process.  

Many contributions toward the Blessing Box and Soup for the Soul were given upon arrival.  

Rev. John David Bryant, Clerk of Session Juanita Ratliff and the entire staff and membership of 

Perry FPC were very gracious and helpful in preparing for this meeting and much gratitude goes 

to each of them.  The Perry volunteers prepared a most delightful lunch (baked ziti, chicken & 

sausage carbonara….or both!) with a full array of desserts for us all to enjoy! 

Worship started us off on the right note.  Music Director Leah Metzger provided lovely 

accompaniment throughout and, with vocalist Gladys Jackson (Woodlawn), presented our special 

music. Rev. Dr. John White delivered the message entitled “Shine” based upon Matthew 5: 14-

16, encouraging all to let our lights shine before others.  Our Commissioners to the 227th General 

Assembly were commissioned by the Presbytery.  We celebrated The Lord’s Supper and our 

offering in the amount of $583.00 will go toward supporting the local Senior Center. 

Moderator Barbara Darby guided the Presbytery through the agenda.  Highlights from the day 

included: 

 • A pre-worship workshop on Living Waters for the World, presented by Lynne Turpin, a 

volunteer for LWW. 

 • Introductions of new members of the Presbytery, Tom Atkins (HR); Nicole Richardson, 

Temporary Pastor at St. Giles; and a new call for James Kendrick, Pastor at Orange Park. 

 • A name change from South Jacksonville Presbyterian Church to San Marco 

Presbyterian Church. 

 • An initial report from the Montgomery Center Task Force. 

 • The announcement of Beverly Dempsey as the part-time Evangelist for Mayport Open 

Table, a new worshiping community of the Presbytery. 

 • A change in our Manual of Operations which gives the Moderator flexibility in 

scheduling future Presbytery meetings. 

• Filling vacancies on many committees by the Volunteer Management Team. 

 • Greetings from Valerie Young, Synod of South Atlantic; and from Kathy Broyard, 

Executive Director of Florida Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Network (FLAPDAN).  

 • A warm welcome from our host pastor Rev. John David Bryant and encouragement 

from Lead Presbyter David Rollins!  

Many pleasant conversations, filled with joy and laughter, were held around the tables and in the 

pews.  Please plan to participate in the next meeting of Presbytery on October 24, 2026 at San 

Marco Presbyterian Church!  


