
Reverend Eric Chavis 
Statement of Faith 

I believe in the Trinity of God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit.  God the creator of all is the 
Godhead of the Trinity. It is through that energy that all things came into being.  God 
loves creation and has created humankind to be stewards of creation. We are given 
free will in order make decisions on the path our mortal lives will take.  He is the God 
that appeared to Abraham and Moses, the same God that allowed Sarah to conceive 
and convinced Ruth to follow Naomi. 

The Word became flesh.  Jesus of Nazareth became Jesus Christ.  His life and death 
and resurrection were sufficient to provide the grace for those who believe in him to 
be redeemed from the law.  Christ walked the earth to demonstrate God’s love for 
humankind.  The lamb of God was the perfect sacrifice. I sing Hallelujah for this 
saving grace.  It is the lamb of God that takes away the sins of the world.   Jesus, as 
recorded in Luke, claims his ministry by saying; “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me 
because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor, he hath sent me to 
heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of 
sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised. To preach the acceptable 
year of the Lord.” 

The completion of Trinity is the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit is the healing presence of 
God in the world. The gifts of the Spirit are wisdom, knowledge, healing, working of 
miracles, prophecy, and the discerning and interpretation of tongues.  The Spirit 
moves about the earth as the wind touching and helping bring people into faith. Come 
Holy Spirit come. 

Our reference for faith is the Bible.  It is composed of 66 books that chronicle the 
lives of both saints and sinners.  It gives us insight into the God of both the Old and 
New Testaments.  The stories and narratives are what we use to understand the 
character of God and witness to the grace in Jesus Christ. 

The community of believers in Christ and worship God through Jesus and the Holy 
Spirit.  This can be done in a building that has unique architecture, with an altar, a 
baptismal font and a pulpit.  The church through its doctrine has the responsibility of 
maintaining proper worship and the care and feeding of those in its charge.  The 
sacraments of baptism and the Lord Supper are carried out by those authorized by the 
church, and its administration.  Offerings to God are performed in the church.   

My personal revelations of God have come in many ways but in a special way through 
my family history. Both of my parents were elders in the church. I also feel the 
presence of God in creation. When I have visited places in the world (some call them 
thin spots) God’s spirit comes particularly close. !



Reverend Eric Chavis 
A Faith Journey 

March, 2017 !
Over my career, I have had the opportunity to travel and experience Christians in 
many parts of the world.  I have enjoyed worshipping with people and doing mission 
work in Egypt, Jamaica, Mississippi, Alaska, Texas, Haiti, Cambodia, and Vietnam. 
Traveling to these points on the globe has made me aware of the universal appeal of 
Jesus Christ.  It has been an honor to serve good Christians.  !
The church has been part of my life for a very long time.  I joined the Hollis 
Presbyterian Church, Hollis, New York at the time of my confirmation.  My parents 
were already members of the church but as youth we looked forward to taking 
confirmation classes and then going before session to become members.  It was a 
time of innocence and not being fully aware of all that we were being taught.  We 
spent each week learning about Jesus, the Christ, the disciples and the Apostles. We 
learned about some of the early church fathers and the Reformation.  Luther and 
Calvin were central to understanding the Reformed tradition. As I recall my first 
statement of faith was completed after that confirmation class.  Our whole 
confirmation class was voted through and we became part of the church. !
There is a historical component to my faith journey.  As an African American growing 
up in the sixties I was privileged to know about an ancestor of mine.  The Reverend 
John Chavis, ordained in 1801 to serve the presbyteries located in Virginia and North 
Carolina, was part of our dinner conversations.  As a free man in North Carolina his 
life was of great interest to me. Learning about his trials and how he overcame the 
boundaries of slavery are part of our denominations historical records. !
I headed off to college in 1966 and moved away from home for the first time.  College 
was exciting and new. My father had attended Hampton University and now so was I. 
In my early college years I did not take much time for the organized church, except 
for the required  evening vesper services .  The music (which was always sung by part 
of our outstanding choir) was always outstanding and the acoustics of the brick chapel 
made the sounds even richer.  Sometimes I would visit the chapel on my own when 
nothing was scheduled.  This was a time where I could connect with my thoughts 
about God.  !
There were many things going on during my college days including the war in 
Vietnam, the draft, protest by all sorts of groups and counter culture movements. It 
was an exciting time.   In my senior year, I joined with other students to have 
informal conversations about the meaning of religion and God in our lives. 
   
It was also during my senior year that two of my fraternity brothers and I grew to 
trust each other enough to discuss what our plans were after getting our degrees.   



It appeared that the two of them had prior conversations and were planning to attend 
seminary.  That was a big relief for me to hear.  I had respect for my brothers and had 
no idea that they were also considering a call to ministry.  At that moment, I decided 
that I would go to seminary, even though I hadn’t made any previous definite plans to 
attend.  I realized that my calling was not so” one off” as I thought. !
Right after graduation, I was married and had secured a job as a bank examiner on 
Wall Street.   I also reconnected with my home church and began the process of 
becoming an inquirer with the presbytery.  The presbytery process seemed remote 
and somewhat distant.   I never felt a spiritual connection with the presbytery during 
that phase.  On the other hand, my home church was very supportive. By the time, I 
was accepted to seminary two other members of the Hollis church also came under 
care.  !
I chose Duke Divinity School, because the school offered me an endowment 
scholarship which lessened the financial burden of attending seminary.  During 
seminary, tensions developed in my relationship with my wife.  She had married a 
wall street banker and within three years of marriage I was now a seminary student.  
I became separated from my wife and later divorced.  This aspect made seminary 
personally difficult.   Aside from my personal turmoil with the marriage I enjoyed 
learning about God, theology, and the role the African American church played in the 
history of our country. !
The work of seminary was both challenging and rewarding.    I supplied three small 
churches in rural North Carolina.  The people were wonderful and offered me the 
opportunity to practice my preaching.  I would alternate preaching on Sundays, John 
Hall on first and third Sundays, with Ingram Branch and Providence on second and 
fourth Sundays.   At the Ingram Branch, we worked to build an educational wing.  At 
the John Hall, we held revivals each year and three youth from that church are now 
Presbyterian ministers. The Providence parish was very small and just regular 
preaching was about all the church could sustain. !
After seminary, I moved to Chicago.  I didn’t know anyone in Chicago but it seemed 
like a good place to begin a search for a call.  I became connected with a division of 
Chicago presbytery, which allowed me to supply a church on the south side -Seventh 
Presbyterian church.  The church had many members who were part of the National 
Black Presbyterian Caucasus.  !!
I did volunteer work with the Institute of Church and Industrial Society. The Institute 
relates to McCormick Seminary. I supervised field education students interested in 
community organizing.  We published articles about church involvement in mission to 
people where plants had closed as well as general unemployment issues in African 
American communities.  I chaired a task force for the presbytery called Local 



Congregations and Employment Strategies. Some of the most affluent churches in the 
presbytery had representatives sitting on the task force. !
After working as an organizer for the election of Harold Washington for mayor of 
Chicago I received a call to do ministry in East St. Louis, IL.  I was ordained by Elijah 
Lovejoy presbytery as a program associate for economic justice. I became director of 
Gateway East Metropolitan Ministry. This ministry was an experiment in community 
organization and racial and economic justice. There was no structure except for the 
concept and a proposal that was funded by First Presbyterian Church, Belleville, IL, 
Giddings Lovejoy Presbytery and the Synod of Mid-America.  With the support of other 
clergy, a board of directors was established and the Gateway East Metropolitan 
Ministry formed. GEMM programs included job training, a television ministry, GED 
programs and cultural programs based on the dance of Katherine Dunham. We hosted 
both Presbyterian Men and Women during the General Assembly in St. Louis.   !
During that same period, I was elected to be the pastor advisor for Presbyterian Men 
and journeyed with two of them to begin conversations for joint mission with the men 
of the Synod of the Nile. I spoke at the General Assembly Men’s Breakfast as a 
keynoter. I also did an Interim Ministry with Berea Presbytery Church in St Louis.  
During this time of my life, I was blessed in finding someone who embraced and 
shared the risk reward relationship of ministry and Mary Ann and I were married. !
 Somewhere into my fifth year of work in East St Louis I was approached to take a 
position with Synod D. After Reunion, the synod structure was not clearly defined in 
the denomination. Both churches (UPUSA and PCUS) Books of Order had very different 
roles as it related to the program activity of synods. I was called to Synod D (Synod of 
South Atlantic) as associate executive for global mission, evangelism, and church 
development. Along with the various committees I helped shape the work of the 
Synod of South Atlantic. Later in its development I was elected Treasury.  During this 
time in Jacksonville I was blessed to be able to serve as parish associate with the 
Woodlawn Presbyterian Church.  When the synod changed its mission strategy, I 
received a call with the Presbyterian Foundation. !
Initially, my Foundation work covered the State of Florida.  At the turn of the century 
my family and I were relocated to the Northwest where I represented the Foundation 
in the states of Alaska, Idaho, Montana, Oregon, Utah and Washington.  I have raised 
many millions of dollars for the church and her mission during my tenure.  I retired in 
December of 2015.  Currently, I serve on the CREDO faculty.  This program is attached 
to the Board of Pensions.


